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Six Degrees, curated by Lissy Mineo-Gonzalez, features the photo work of New York City youth that 
have participated in Back to the Lab’s free photo workshops both online and in person from 2020-
2021. The exhibtion explores the idea of six degrees of separation and connection. The work seen here 
are the brief moments in time that simultaneously make us individuals and tether us to our 
communities. 

Each student has worked incredibly hard and challenged themselves to work outside of their comfort 
zones. That accomplishment alone is worth celebrating. We’re incredibly proud of each and every one 
of you.
Summer 2020 Workshop - Citywide                                     
 Instructors: Kamal Badhey and Enrique Rosas  
Our photography class connected through zoom during the most unknown and chaotic parts of the 
pandemic. The curriculum focused on social justice issues and leaned into ideas cultivated from the 
protests happening outside our zoom room. We examined photo history and shared the work and 
storytelling strategies of many BIPOC photographers. We played with the photographic medium by 
creating cyanotypes on our window sills, using plants and objects around us. We explored color, 
perspective, landscape, still life, and portraiture. We became more confident in learning manual 
settings and built a portfolio of images of our homes, emotions, siblings, pets, altars, and 
environments. Through our camera lens, these small moments and places came alive. This class gave 
us a space of reflection, connection, joy, and unity.

Sindy Alvarez, Pigment print, 11” x 17”, 2020

Felix Hoffman, Pigment print, 11” x 17”, 2020

Israt Jahan, Pigment print, 11” x 17”, 2020

Spring 2021 Workshop - Bushwick, NY                                      
 Instructors: Annie Del Hierro-Jost and Vanessa Teran  
“Family, Familia, Ayllu” is an installation that came from a collaborative project made by students of 
Bushwick Leaders’ High School. The artwork reflects and explores the idea of family and belonging. 
They used photographs taken by themselves and combined them with imagery found in magazines, 
texts and different media.

Christopher Abreu, Alejandro Arias, Rafi Aquino, Heydi Calle, Diana Cando, Karina Cosquillo, Edwin Espinel, Tristan 
Ferguson, Luz Florimon, & Sarlin Santos, Photo collage, 2021

Daniela Calixto, Pigment print, 11” x 17”, 2020

Amaru Landorn, Pigment print, 11” x 17”, 2020

Lydia Lou, Pigment print, 11” x 17”, 2020

Sara Pandey, Pigment print, 11” x 17”, 2020

Rizouana Prome, Pigment print, 11” x 17”, 2020

Spring 2021 Workshop - Citywide                                      
 Instructors: Salvador Espinoza and Lissy Mineo-Gonzalez 
Our class explored their environments. Each student examined what makes their pockets of the city 
unique and why we should listen. They used lessons on technical camera use, photo history, and 
creating a narrative to guide their opus. Their photo work is introspective and it unearths how 
environment directly impacts self. New York is home. Guatemala is home. These plants, these clouds, 
these hands, these bricks are all home.



Jodyann Thomas, Pigment print, 11” x 17”, 2021

Liza Tuyuc, Pigment print, 11” x 17”, 2021

Jasmine Yuen, Pigment print, 11” x 17”, 2021

Zifei Zhao, Pigment print (portrait), 11” x 17”, 2021

Spring 2021 Workshop - Queens, NY                                      
 Instructors: Salvador Espinoza and Sandra Riaño  
In the ‘70s, Nuyorican art critic Ramon Figueroa Chapel articulated the artistic and political mission 
of Nuyorican photographers as moving us past looking towards seeing. In other words, “mirando” 
wasn’t just a verb but an artistic praxis towards seeing the world around us deeply and critically. Back 
to the Lab’s first-ever Queens class moved us towards an extraordinary site of seeing. Our class 
documented a community garden, the work of street vendors, and members of NICE (an immigrant 
worker’s rights organization). At the beginning of class, students were exposed to the fundamentals 
of photography and by the end of class, they were thinking critically about the story their images were 
telling. During our final in-class presentation, students’ work invited us to slow down and see our 
local Queens in a new light.

Maya Guadarrama, Pigment print, 11” x 17”, 2021

Tseten Lama, Pigment print (portrait), 11” x 17”, 
2021

Anny Lugo, Pigment print, 11” x 17”, 2021

Marisabel Newman-Rodriguez, Pigment print, 
11” x 17”, 2021

Kelly Ojeda, Pigment print, 11” x 17”, 2021

Emily Olaechea, Pigment print, 11” x 17”, 2021

Alma Reyes, Pigment print, 11” x 17”, 2020

Marlett Reyes, Pigment print, 11” x 17”, 2020

2021 Mentorship                                      
 Mentor: Maria Lau  
During a month long mentorship, the mentees were encouraged to have fun and experiment. They 
each developed narratives surrounding the environments accessible to them. With one-on-one 
attention we reviewed technical basics and identified areas that needed improvement. With specif-
ic tasks the mentees more deeply understood camera functions. They developed an artful eye to the 
world around them spawned photo work that resembles pastels, paintings, and cinematic effects of 
film noir.

Daniela Calixto, Pigment print, 11” x 17”, 2021 Lydia Lou, Pigment print, 11” x 17”, 2021

Special thank you to all the students whose hard work made this exhibition possible along with our supporters: 
 The Jacques and Natasha Gelman Foundation, Queens Council on the Arts, New York City Department of   
	 Cultural	Affairs,	Bushwick	Leaders	High	School	for	Academic	Excellence,	Adam	Bartholomew,	
 Avery Beauford, Good Shepherd Services, Mayday Space, Bushwick Abbey, and Iglesia de la Santa Cruz.
This program is made possible by the New York City Artist Corps.  

Please consider donating to 
$BackLab on Cash App to help us 
continue free photo workshops.


